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from the

Pastor

This summer the Barlow family vacation is different in a big way. We are off to Yellowstone National
Park and the Grand Tetons. Susan deserves all the credit for planning, places to stay, meals,
adventures, and the million little details that have gone into planning this trip. The boys, myself
included, have been reading and watching national geographic movies about the parks all in
anticipation of the trip. Needless to say, we are very excited about it.
A large part of the fun to any adventure, life change, vacation, or next step is anticipation. The fun is
in the planning. I didn’t learn this until more recently in life. Susan has helped me become a better
planner and therefore a better anticipator of good things that are coming in the future. Now I know
the value and the joy in planning which escalates the experience when the actual day you’ve been
planning for comes to fruition.
There are lots of things I know you are looking forward to doing this summer. I know there are people
you are looking forward to seeing. I know there are destinations you can’t wait to lay your eyes on.
Make sure that as the days draw closer, you enjoy the anticipation because it lengthens the enjoyment
of the moment.
What does any of this have to do with First Baptist, with your walk of faith, and with the Kingdom of
God? I see at least a few worthy thoughts for you to ponder this summer. In your personal journey of
faith, what have you been praying about for such a long time? Are you praying in faith? Can you
imagine the joy and relief you will feel when that prayer is answered? Begin praying today that God
will answer your prayer in God’s perfect timing and in God’s perfect way. Celebrate the victory in the
middle of the circumstances, knowing you are God’s beloved.
For First Baptist, I know we are deeply saddened by Adam’s being called away, but we chose to believe
that when God calls someone away, God is calling someone forward. We must begin to anticipate in
love what God has for First Baptist. It will inevitably be different from Adam, and that in and of itself
is hard, but God is good and will provide us another wonderful person who is called to serve.
For the Kingdom of God, you and I join the large river of faith that has looked up to the heavens and
asked, how much longer will you tarry almighty God? It is a good question. It is the right question. It is
the question that one day will be answered and we can’t wait for that day to come. We can wait in
anticipation until that time knowing that each day God does not return is another day for us to
worship, praise, tell others about God and His Son, and bask in the many good gifts we have.
Have a wonderful summer! I know you are looking forward to so many things. Enjoy them!
On the Journey,

Dr. Jonathan Barlow

Special Announcement

Adam COgliano

In July of 2020, First Baptist found itself with a new staff member who was
more talented than any expected. He had confidence and wisdom beyond his
years of experience. He has proven to be a great team player, inspirational, and
willing to stretch the congregation for the sake of God’s Kingdom and yet, now
it is time to say our farewells.
We will all miss Rev. Adam Cogliano. He came to us during an uncertain time
and season in the church and the world. The pandemic was rampant, and we
were no longer hosting in-person worship. Adam interviewed through
telecommunications and sensed God’s movement in Dalton. He came with his
lovely bride Kelsey and the two of them built a community here.
While we are sad to see Adam leave, we remember that it is God who calls us from one place to another and it is our role
to follow. As the hymn states, “wherever He leads I'll go." So, we celebrate Adam’s ministry here and we pray for him
and Kelsey as they continue to listen to that small still voice that calls all of us to take faithful steps of obedience. We
will miss you both and may the words of the Priestly blessing be with you: “May the Lord bless you and keep you, may He
make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may He lift up his countenance to you and give you peace.”

WelcomeNew Members
First Baptist Dalton

Charlotte Bledsoe
Charlotte made a profession of faith
earlier this year and was baptized on May
22, 2022. She is the daughter of Jonathan
and Ginny Bledsoe. Please continue to
share words of encouragement with
Charlotte and congratulate her for
joining our faith family.

Mary Kate Sucher
Mary Kate Sucher made a profession of
faith earlier this year and was baptized
on May 22, 2022. She is the daughter of
John and Tanja Sucher. Please continue
to welcome Mary Kate to the First Baptist
family and congratulate her for this
incredibly important decision of
commitment!

Jeff and Adrian Miller
Jeff and Adrian Miller joined First Baptist
Church Dalton on May 15th. They come as
professing followers of Christ and transfer
membership from their churches in
Kentucky. They bring with them their
three sons: Camden, Alex, and Luke. Please
welcome this family as they join our
fellowship.

Welcome Cara Griggs
Summer Intern
First Baptist, we would like you to welcome Cara Griggs as our Summer Mission Intern. She has
been in the Czech Republic for the past several months serving the Lord by helping the local
community and Ukrainian refugees. She is the daughter of Bubba and Karen Griggs. She is a
2021 graduate from Southeastern Baptist Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. She plans
to apply to the International Mission Board later this year to serve as a missionary. We ask that
you welcome her with open arms as she works to serve the Lord here at her home church.

Join us for Summer at First Baptist

Summer Schedule 2022
June
SUN
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9

10

11

Popsicles in
the Park
6PM

Dollywood
Cost $35/Youth

13

12

FRI

15

14

16

17

18

24

25

Vacation Bible School: "Monumental" 9AM-12PM Each Day
Family Night
5:30-7:30PM
19

20

21

22

23

Zip-Lining
Cost $20/Youth
26

27

28

29

30

New Horizons

Movie Day
Cost $5/Youth

July
SUN

3

MON

4

TUE

WED

5

6

THU

7

FRI
1

2

8

9

Cumberland
County

White Water
Rafting

On Gold Pond
10

11

SAT

Cost $30/Youth
13

12

Jump Park

14

15

16

21

22

23

Cost $10/Child

Braves
Cost $20/Youth
17

19

18

20

PassportKids Camp

Sweetwater
Valley Farm

Top Golf
Cost $10/Youth
24

25

26

Bowling
Cost $5/Youth

New Horizons
31

27

Summer Splash
Mack Gaston
Splash Pad

28

29

30

August
SUN
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1

TUE
2

WED
3

THU
4

FRI
5

8

9

10

6

Family Day Trip

Pool Party

7

SAT

Chattanooga
(activity TBD)
11

12

13

Promotion Sunday/
Backpack Blessing

Children's

Youth

Senior Adults

Wednesday night activities will resume Wednesday, September 7th.

VBS
June 13th-16th
9AM - 12PM
Register at fbcdalton.org
or use the QR Code

Summer Mission Projects
Volunteers needed!
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If you would like to volunteer for these
events, please call the church office at
706-278-2911.

first
foundation
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il

The Board of Trustees of the First Foundation voted last year to convey the status
of Trustee Emeritus upon two members of our congregation. Resolutions were
prepared for presentation to the recipients but this had to be delayed due to the
issues surrounding Covid. We were finally able to make those presentations in the
Sunday morning service on May 15th.
Dot Reich was recognized as a Trustee Emeritus. She joined the Board of Trustees in
2000 and soon thereafter she took over as Chair of the First Foundation. As she did with
the wide ranging and varied roles with which she was involved at the Church for so many years,
she led the First Foundation in a positive manner through those early years and in a way that allowed for steady and
continued growth. Dot's strong leadership and her bright and caring spirit were a blessing to the board and to the work
of the First Foundation.
Starr Hanson was also recognized with Trustee Emeritus status. Starr joined the Board of Trustees at the outset of the formation
of the First Foundation in 1996. She served for 25 years, retiring in 2021. During her time on the board, Starr's wisdom and
guidance was instrumental in keeping the First Foundation on a solid financial and operational path. Her faithfulness and
devotion to the First Foundation were important contributions to the positive work it has done through these years.
The First Foundation is an endowed fund that was established by First Baptist Church Dalton to assist in supporting the
objectives and the ministries of the Church, both now and into the future. Memorial gifts can be made to the First Foundation
along with bequests that are established through the process of estate planning. It is by this process that the bulk of the assets
of the First Foundation were formed. The enduring nature of the First Foundation, through its endowment, allows for support
to pass to the Church for current needs and those that will arise throughout our future. Key areas of focus for the First
Foundation are educational support, capital support and missions support, among others that can be considered by the Board of
Trustees. If you would like to contribute to the First Foundation or include it in your estate planning, then please contact the
Associate Pastor or any member of the Board of Trustees.

Women of First Baptist Dalton
In November 2022, First Baptist Dalton will celebrate her 175th anniversary.
This is the fourth of a multi-part series sharing some of the history of our family of faith.
The women of First Baptist Dalton have had a long and interesting history. In 1880, six
women came together at First Baptist Dalton to form the Ladies’ Aid Society. They
primarily took care of sick and bereaved church members, but also set to work raising
money to help pay off the debt on the brick church built in 1875-76. To do so, they held ice
cream socials and oyster suppers. This group also sponsored concerts and lectures, and
bought two different pipe organs, one of which is still with us in the chapel. In 1891, the
church decided to build a parsonage. Again, the Ladies’ Aid began fundraising and paid
most of the $1250.50 cost for a parsonage that housed our pastors’ families until 1945.
They also replaced the 1858 Communion set, which had two goblets, with a set providing
individual service.
The Ladies’ Aid Society continued until 1924, when it elected to merge with the Women’s
Missionary Society formed in 1908. The Women’s Missionary Society, or the Women’s
Missionary Union (WMU) as it came to be called, differed slightly from the Ladies’ Aid
Society in its dedication to foreign missions. Each year there was a fervent emphasis on
raising monies for missions abroad and for “Home Missions” in the U.S. and U.S.
Territories. This type of mission endeavor was especially successful in the 1950s through
1970s.
Meanwhile, interest in local missions continued, and W.M.U. was on the forefront of activity in support of activities
like Hospice volunteers and Community Food Bank, Family Crisis Center and American Cancer Society. Friendship
House was begun in 1957 by interested members of Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist missions groups. Its first
location was a small abandoned church building behind the present Police offices. Its initial purpose was as a
preschool/childcare for the local neighborhood. It is still operational, but it now has its own facility with an
expanded curriculum. Another example of women’s missions, “Big A” clubs, started in the 1980s and ministered to
children in grades 1-6 who were not in church. They were shown God’s love and encouraged to follow Jesus and his
way of living. Big A, under the leadership of Evelyn NeSmith (a retired school teacher) and Lloyd Tripp (the minister
coordinator) evolved into the Baptist Center, which housed a meeting place for Big A clubs.
In the early 1980s, women began to be suggested as candidates for ordination as deacons, so in 1983, the deacon
group passed a motion which asked the nomination committee to include at least one woman nominee. Stella
Boyles and Dot Reich were nominated and elected by the church as our first women deacons. Others have been
ordained since then, and three have served as chairpersons.

In the 1990s, Women on Mission succeeded WMU. In monthly
meetings, members learn about foreign missionaries and pray for
them and their needs. Women on Mission also supports and often
hears speakers from local ministries like DocUp, DEO Clinic, and
Providence Ministries. Complementing WOM, a second women’s
ministry, Sisters in Christ, conducts Bible studies every fall and
spring and maintains a Facebook page to inform each other about
prayer requests and needs of our congregation. They have a
women’s retreat once a year, but the highlight of the past three
years was the Kelly Minter event which was open to the
community.
This does not begin to list the many women who have served with quiet humility and commitment. They have
taught Bible classes, worked in Vacation Bible Schools, prayed for and ministered to friends in difficult
circumstances, and taken countless meals to the sick and bereaved. They have visited the elderly and cared for our
children. For them we are grateful to God.

Columbarium
In 2018, First Baptist constructed the columbarium on the northeast end of the Church property.
This has proven to be a beautiful space where loved ones can honor and remember those
who have entered eternity. Families have been able to gather around the columbarium to say a
final farewell to those whom they have lost. This place was intended to be holy, and it has
holy ground for many within our congregation.
The columbarium is maintained by the Facilities and Capital Management
Committee. We are dedicated to making sure it stays clean and remains a
sacred space on our Church campus. We also believe that it is important
for us to continually remind the congregation that this place
of peace, reflection, and memorialization still has several niches
available to purchase.
If you are interested in securing a resting place at the Church,
please make an appointment with Justin Safley. He can answer
any of your questions and help you reserve a niche at the
church which you have prayed over, served at, celebrated the
victories of this life with, and mourned the frustrations of a
broken world alongside. We know this world is temporary
and what really matters is your eternal resting place, but as
you make arrangements, consider the option of a niche at
First Baptist.

First Baptist Dalton

Watch Our Sunday Services

311 North Thornton Avenue
Dalton, GA 30720
At the corner of Waugh Street and Thornton Ave.

fbcdalton.org
10:30 a.m. every Sunday

P. O. BOX 827
DALTON, GA 30722-0827

First Take (Second Class Postage Paid/USPS 671-940) is published quarterly by
First Baptist Church Dalton, GA. Periodicals postage paid at Dalton, GA 30722
Postmaster: Send Address Changes to: First Take c/o First Baptist Church
P. O. Box 827 Dalton, GA 30722-0827

